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CONSULTANT SUMMARY 

 

In May, 2014, the Archaeological and Historical Conservancy, Inc. (AHC) conducted a Phase II 
GPR assessment of the Naples Canal for Naples Backyard History Inc. The site (8CR59) is in 
Township 50S, Range 25E, Sections 9 and 10 (Figure 1). Known since the 1870s but now 
completely filled, the site extends approximately one mile from the Gulf of Mexico east to 
Naples Bay.  

Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) was used to remotely locate and assess anomalous below-
ground features likely associated with the canal. 
 
Archaeological work conducted near the western terminus of the Naples Canal (Carr et al. 2014) 
has shown that the 1923 Naples plat map created by surveyor James Bain to be highly accurate 
in depicting the footprint of the feature. An earlier phase employed remote sensing by GPR 
followed by mechanical trenching at intersection of Gulfshore Boulevard South and 10th Avenue 
South to assess the surviving below-ground components of the canal and to obtain radiocarbon 
dating samples. 
 
The current work phase was conducted at seven locations using at least twenty-eight transects. 
The GPR work was done with a Ramac X3M manufactured by Maia Geoscience, operated by 
Robert M. Baker of RM Baker LLC Geology and Geophysics.  
 
This assessment generated fifteen profile maps that coincide closely but not completely with the 
projected canal location based on the 1923 Bain plat. Seven locations along the route of the 
Naples Canal were examined by running linear transects across the projected path of the canal.
 
The six eastern locations produced GPR results indicating anomalous features likely associated 
with the Naples Canal. Two of these locations are excellent prospects for future excavations. 
It is recommended that future investigations consider these two locations because of their 
public access and potential for yielding important information. 
  
This assessment included updating existing Florida site forms for the Naples Canal, 8CR59, and 
two prehistoric sites.
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Figure 1. USGS Map of the Naples Canal, 8CR59.

N

USGS Map:  NAPLES NORTH, REV. 1991

TOWNSHIP 50S, RANGE 25E, SECTIONS 9 and 10
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Figure 4. View west of Rob
Baker running transects with
GPR on the Sibcy south lawn.
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Figure 3. 1881 Kenworthy map showing the canal in section, depicting the surface width as 40 feet.

Figure 4. Modern map depicting the historical alignment of the Indian Canal (Turrell Hall & Associates).
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Figure 7. GPR scanning conducted at Location 1, east end of canal.

Figure 8. GPR scanning conducted at Location 7, west end of canal.
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APPENDIX I: GROUND PENETRATING RADAR SURVEY 
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